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During Autumn Quarter 1967 In.-Person Registration 2,650 students were

tested in French (9314, Spanish (795), German (517), Latin 000), and Its,1iik4

(4). The methods of placing students in University courses were essentially

those used the previous year. A for change involved the elimination of

non-credit placements; all students now receive credit for all courses, irre.

spective of high school preparation. In certain Inatome* students placing

sufficiently high in the sequence of courses are given credit for laver level

courses.

During the spring of 1967 a total of 2,862 high school seniors were tested

in French, Spanish, German, and Latin. Of these, 908 subsequently entered the

University in the fall. Students having three or more years of high school

language study were administered the MB version of the NIA reading.and.listening

tests in French, Spanish, and German. Those_vith less than three years of lan-

guage study were administered the LB version. For the first time Latin students

were tested with the ETS Cooperative Test; tests measuring reading cceprehensions

vocabulary, and grammar were given. Like the other languages, advanced students

took the KB form and intermediates the LB form. A new Departmental German

Graxmar Test was used and the Departmental French Greisstar Test was reduced in

length by means of an item analysis in an effort to shorten testing time.
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Since different forms of tit* 1.11A were utilized ia the spring testing,

converted scores, which provide a means of equating scores on the two farms,

were reported to, advisors. Form L was used exclusively in quarter testing.

It should be enrphasized that, for the most part, data reported here pertain

only to the quarter testing population. Students tested during the spring,

who entered the University in the fall, are a decidedly superior group as

reflected in their more extensive high school preparation. Spring students

were also less likely to have experienced a delay in their language studies;

a large proportion, in fact, were taking a language course when the placement

tests were given.

A brief description of placement procedures for each language follows:

I. French

Three tests are involved in French placement. A tentative placement is

determined by performances on the MLA reading and listening tests. This is

converted to a final placement by interpretation of the results of the depart-

mental grammar test.

The reading and listening raw score intervals established for 1966-67 were

translated into converted score intervals in order to place students who par-

ticipated in the spring testing and took the }113 form. The grammar test was

reduced from 200 items to 116 items and testing time shortened to 35 minutes.

Efforts were rade to establish cutting points appropriate to the shortened form

through the use of percentile comparison,s. Mutative placements can be adjusted

in either direction through en evaluation of the grammar score, high

gram:new achievements result in hider final placements and lot grimar achieve-

ments result in lower final placements. In a large percentage of cases the

tentative and final placements were one and the same. These rules are shown in

Table 18.
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It. German

German placement also involves a two-stage process. The DEA reading and

listening tests are used to determine tentative placements. These placements

are then adjusted by reference to scores on the departmental grammar test.

As with French, reading and listening raw score intervals established for

1966.67 were translated into converted scores in order to place students par..

ticipating in spring testing who took the MB form.

The German department constructed a new grammar test with two forms, L sal

1.10 consisting of 6o multiple-choice items with a time limit of 20 minutes*

Each item consists of a German sentence containing a blank. The student must

select the word or phrase below the sentence which completes the item most

sensibly and correctly. Both forms were pretested on students enrolled in

German courses during the past academic year and converted scores for each

form Imre established through the use of regression techniques. The X form

was used during fall qu.arter testing, though the L form currently is being used.

Mesmer scores were used either to reaffirm tentative placements or to

lower them by one course, The cutting scores for maldng these decisions vere

arrived at through performances of students enrolled in German courses during

Spring Quarter 1967. However, this resulted in a very high percentage of

students being dropped back one course from their tentative placements, par-

ticularly* from 102 to 101. In certain cases the German department used its

own discretion in moving students forward who obviously were placed too low.

Additional testing of students in German courses may be necessary to evaluate

more appropriate cutting scores for the grarsaex test.

ra. Latin

The NTS Cooperative Latin Test, PO= L, replaced the CEEB, Form XPLI,

which bad been given since 1963. The present test consists of three separately



timed and scored parts measuring skills Li reading, vocabulary, and grammar.

The raw score for each part can be translated into a converted score by means

of tables supplied by the test publisher. There is also a total converted

score. Statistical data have been tabulated for 0,11 four converted scores,

but only the total converted score is used in placement (see Table 25).

A brief description of the three sections of the Cooperative Latin Test

follows:

The reading section is made up of 25 items with 15 minutes working time

provided. The subject is asked to select a word or phrase from among five

alternEdves which best completes a Latin sentence so that it makes a reason-

able statement or is acme instances, gives a reasonable answer to a Latin

question. Several items require a Latin passage to be read prior to selecting

the alternative 'which correctly completes the statement.

The vocabulary section is 50 items long with ten minutes allowed for

completion. The examinee is presented a Latin word or phrase vith which he

must match an English word or phrase from a sat of five choices.

Tbe grammar section consists of a series of English sentences followed

by incomplete Latin translations. The examinee is required to ccuplete the

Latin sentences by choosing the correct word or phrase from among five possibi-

lities listed below the sentence« This section contains 31 items and is timed

for 15 minutes.

IV. Spanish

No changes were made in Spanish placement from the previous year, except

that, like the other MLA tests, reading and listening raw score intervals were

changed to converted score intervals to facilitate placement of students taking

the XS form who were tested in the spring. Spanish placement is solely deter-

mined by reading and listening test scores.
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v. Explanation of the Tables

Testing results are summarized in the following 25 tables. Tables 1

through 12 contain percentile data for all tests administered in French,

Spanish, German, and Latin. These statistics pertain only to students partici-

pating in quarter testing. The normative data are categorized in terms of

number of years of high school study and length of time since last high

school study. The tables not only provide comparisons of achievement for

students possessing varying degrees of high school language study as well as

comparisons of achievement measured by the length of the delay since the

previous period of formal instruction, but comparisons of various combinations

of the factors as well.

The numbers in the body of each table represent scores corresponding to

various percentiles located at the extreme left and right hand margins of

the table. The percentile indicates the percentage of individuals with scores

equal to or lower than a specified score in the body of the table. Below

each column in the table is a box containing a number. These numbers are

frequencies rather than score values, with each number corresponding to the

number of students categorized in the column directly-above the box. Since

the data were computed for all categories in which as few as 30 observations

were available, one should be cautious in interpreting some of the results.

Extreme percentile scores are especially likely to be subject to distortion.

Hence those results which appear wholly inconsistent with the remaining data

are primarily a function of the limited number of observations in certain

categories.

Tables 13 through 16 present means and standard deviations for the 12

test scores and are similarly categorized in terms of number of years of
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high school study and length of delay. Toward the bottom of each table

certain miscellaneous categories are included such as individuals with an

odd number of high school semesters of foreign language study, those with

some college study in a foreign language, as well as those without previous

formal instruction in the foreign language in which they were tested. These

residual groups were not included in the normative data nor in the subsequent

tables describing the actual placement.

Table 17 is comprised of four blocks of 49 cells. Each block corresponds

to a specified. number of years of high sdhool study in French. Each cell

denotes a combination of interval scores on the French reading and listening

tests and is lettered. The letter for a given cell is the tentative place-

ment category that this particular combination of reading and listening scores

yields. Each cell also has a pair of numbers. The number located in the left

half of each cell represents the number of students (obtaining that combina-

tion of interval scores) who have bad some high school foreign. language

instruction within the past year. The number in, the right half refers to the

total number having no high school foreign language instruction within the

past year.

Table 18 cross-classifies the lettered tentative placement categories

with grammar score intervals to obtain the final course placements found in

each cell. Students having various lengths of delay falling in each of the

cells are shown as before in Table 17, Tables 20 and 21 categorize the ten-

tative and actual placements, respectively, of German examinees in much the

same 'ayes Tables 17 and 18 do for Frendh. Here, however, tentative place-

ment is denoted, by the course number rather than a lettered category. Spanish

placement data are found in Table 19.
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Tables 22, 23, and 24 tabulate the percentages of students assigned, to

each course for French, Spanish, and German, broken down by years of high

school study and length of delay. These three tables also include spring

data, unlike the other 22 tables. Table 25 displays Latin placement which

was devised by the Classics department. Nis and percentages for each

placement category are shown for the quarter testing population.
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high school Latin and length of time since last high school study

in Latin
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Percentile norms comparing converted scores on the ETS .qpnoerative
Latin Test (Part IL Vocabulary), Form lq for examinees tested
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of high school Latin and length of time since last high school study
in Latin
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Course placemaat of Germain examinees by number of years of high

school German and length of delay, quarter testing, Autumn 1967

Percentages of French examinees initially assigned to each course

level by number of years of high school French and length of delay,

Autumn Quarter 1967

Percentages of Spanish examinees initially assigned to each course
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